Brief Summary of common verb tenses and some cautionary notes:

Verb Tense






Remember!

I.
Present





>  stem-changing verbs (“boot verbs”)


do, doing





>  weird “yo” verbs









>  irregular  (IRR) verbs

II.
Pretérito





>  ONLY –ir verbs stem-change (él/ellos)



did, -ed





>  -car, -gar, -zar  (yo)


actions!  (very specific)



>  IRR



key words:  
anoche, ayer, una vez






el/la ________ pasado/a
III.
Imperfecto





>  IRR:  (ser, ir, ver)


used to do, routine habits (was/were -ing)


description!


key words:  
cada . . ., tod@s l@s . . ., 




siempre, mucho
IV.
Present Perfect




>  HABER (in the present) + -ado/-ido

have/has done something



*  IRR:  “-ado/-ido”










(ver, poner, volver, abrir, cubrir, hacer,










decir, romper, escribir)

V.  
Pluperfect





>  HABER (in the imperfect) + -ado/-ido

had done something




*  IRR:  “-ado/-ido”s










(same as above)

VI.
Future






>  infinitive + endings


“will”






>  endings are the same for –er, -ir, -ar verbs










*  IRR:  (salir, poner, poder, saber, 









querer, tener, venir, valer)

VII.
Conditional





>  infinitive + endings


“would”





>  endings are the same for –er, -ir, -ar verbs










*  IRR:  (same as future tense)

VIII.
Mandatos





>   all commands except tú positive are:


“Do this” or  “Don't do that”



SWAP (ending) (a < = > e)









>  pronouns attach to +   and precede  –









*  IRR:  ser (sea), ir (vaya), saber (sepa)









>  tú  + are DROP commands 









**  special tú positive irregulars (8 total)

IX.  
Subjunctive





>  are part of a larger idea/sentence 


(influence, doubt, uncertainty, emotion)
>  involve at least two subjects








>  que connects each subject/verb combo
