Verb List:  El imperfecto

Virtually all verbs can be conjugated is all tenses.  However, some verbs just make more sense in a particular tense than in another.  For example:  It would be a really rare circumstance to use the verb "to be born" in the present tense, don't you think (and Stop already with the "what ifs"!)

Because the Imperfecto is a description oriented tense, it makes sense that those verbs that give the listener or reader a clearer picture in their head of the when, where, how, who of a story.  Am I saying that these verbs are never used in another tense, such as the pretérito?  NO NO NO!  But until you are really comfortable using a variety of tenses, why not play the odds and use the tense that most likely makes the most sense?

For example:

querer  

to want

poder


to be able

saber


to know

estar


to be (located or feeling)

ser


to be (physical description, profession)
Remember:  You will use both the imperfecto and the pretérito to tell what happened in the past, since one (imperfecto) helps us picture the when, where, who, and how while the other (pretérito) tells us what happened.

Get the picture?  What other verbs can you think of that seems very "descriptive"?

