Verb List:  El pretérito

Virtually all verbs can be conjugated is all tenses.  However, some verbs just make more sense in a particular tense than in another.  For example:  It would be a really rare circumstance to use the verb "to be born" in the present tense, don't you think (and Stop already with the "what ifs"!)

Because the Pretérito is a verb action oriented tense, it makes sense that those verbs that pack a lot a action will often be used in the pretérito.  Am I saying that these verbs are never used in another tense, such as the imperfecto?  NO NO NO!  But until you are really comfortable using a variety of tenses, why not play the odds and use the tense that most likely makes the most sense?

For example:

nacer  

to be born

empezar

to begin, to start

comenzar

to begin, to start

terminar

to end

cumplir

to finish, to complete
caer(se)

to fall

sentarse

to sit
levantar(se)

to lift, to stand up

despertar(se)

to wake up

acostar(se)

to go to bed

cocinar

to cook

comer


to eat

beber


to drink

tomar


to eat, drink, take

escribir

to write

tocar


to play, to touch

romper

to break

conducir

to drive

manejar

to drive

decir


to say, to tell

hacer


to do, to make

apagar

to turn off

encender

to turn on

quemar

to burn

ver


to see

poner


to put

salir


to leave

cerrar


to close

abrir


to open

entrar


to enter

llegar


to arrive

traer


to bring

Get the picture?  What other verbs can you think of that seems very "action" oriented?

